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Aboobacker and his daughter Siya.

Operation Eyesight Universal Institute for Eye Cancer

Eye cancer doesn’t have to result  
in blindness in India anymore!
Aboobacker is a caring father of 
two from Kerala, a state at the 
southernmost tip of India. He was 
diagnosed with cancer in both eyes 
when he was a baby. It was too 
late for doctors to save his left eye, 
which had to be removed, but they 
were able to save partial sight in his 
right eye. Thanks to this, he’s able 
to do basic office work to support 
his family. 

After Aboobacker married, his son 
was born with the same bilateral 
retinoblastoma. Like his father, the 
baby was diagnosed too late to save 
both eyes, and his right eye had 
to be removed. He, too, retained 
partial vision in his other eye, and 
he’s now able to attend school. 

When his daughter Siya was born two years ago, Aboobacker and his wife 
despaired when the baby was diagnosed with the same condition as her brother 
and father. Recently, they brought her to the Operation Eyesight Universal 
Institute for Eye Cancer in Hyderabad for chemotherapy.

Good news! Because it was discovered so early, the doctors were able to save 
both of Siya’s eyes. She retains perfect vision in one eye and partial vision in the 
other, and can look forward to an entirely normal life. Aboobacker will continue 
to bring Siya to Hyderabad every three months for checkups, and so far all is well!

Wow! We’re recognized as a  
Financial Post ‘Charity of the Year’
Just before Christmas, the Financial Post released its “Charities of the Year” report card, listing Operation 
Eyesight as one of the top 25 Canadian charities measuring up to the highest standards of accountability, 
transparency and efficiency.

This is an incredible honour for Operation Eyesight, and we’re proud of the great strides we’ve made in our work 
to eliminate avoidable blindness. We have amazing donors like you to thank for making this recognition possible. 

“You can rest assured that your donations will be used in the most efficient and effective way possible,” says executive 
director Brian Foster. “And we hope the Financial Post’s report card has shown Canadians just how much of a 
difference Operation Eyesight can make, with their support.”

SHOCKING BUT TRUE:
Every day, four children in India are born 
with eye cancer. India has the highest 
number of new cases of eye cancer in the 
world (5,000 new cases every year), and 
more than half of the global burden of  
eye cancer. And by 2020, India will  
be the only country with over 1,000  
cases annually of retinoblastoma  
(life-threatening eye cancer). 

Last year, in response to this threat to life 
and vision, a generous donor family stepped 
forward. With their help, we were able to 
open a world-class eye cancer facility located 
at the LV Prasad Eye Institute in Hyderabad, 
India to provide quality, comprehensive cancer 
treatment for children and adults.

The Operation Eyesight Universal Institute 
for Eye Cancer opened in September 2015. 
It offers ocular oncological services to India 
and other developing countries through 
comprehensive cancer treatment, research, 
training and education programs. Thanks to 
our donors, the Institute will save countless 
lives with its early detection and integrated 
treatment programs, all of which are  
provided to patients at low or no cost.  
Visit operationeyesight.com/eyecancer  
to learn more!
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Victoria couple keeps us close to their hearts 
Bish and Hansi Bhagwanani have been supporting Operation 
Eyesight for decades. In fact, Dr. Ben and Evlyn Gullison and 
our founder Art and Una Jenkyns stayed at their home in 
Victoria, BC for a week. Bish and Hansi took their guests all 
over the city, visiting every media outlet, minister and surgeon 
they could – all to increase support for Operation Eyesight. 
Hansi says they raised over a million dollars! 

“I remember licking thousands and thousands of envelopes,” 
says Hansi. “We’d send newsletters and personal thank you 
notes to donors in Victoria.” 

Today, Hansi is busier than ever. In addition to  
her full-time job, she makes presentations on behalf  
of Operation Eyesight at local Rotary Clubs, churches and 
groups like the Khalsa Diwan Society of Victoria, which has 
donated more than $10,000 to Operation Eyesight! 

Having visited our projects in India, the Bhagwanani family 
has seen first-hand just how transformational the gift of sight 
can be. “Sight is so important,” Hansi says. “Some people 
live in darkness all their lives, but for a small cost of $50 – not 
going to a movie one month – you can change somebody’s 
life forever.”

Hansi and Bish, we really cannot thank you – and your 
family and friends – enough for your amazing support! 
Thank you for keeping Operation Eyesight, and those 
we help, close to your hearts.

1-800-585-8265
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Thank you, Calgary 
Christmas volunteers! 
Our Calgary staff love going out into the community, and 
we have our incredible volunteers to thank for making this 
possible! Our heartfelt thanks goes out to everyone who 

helped run 
our booth at 
the Spruce 
Meadows 
International 
Christmas 
Market in 
November. 
Together, we 
raised over 
$5,600 and 
sold nearly 250 
pairs of paper 
“eyeglasses” 
for our wall 
display! 
Better yet, 
hundreds more 

Calgarians now know about our work to eliminate avoidable 
blindness and how they can support us. Thank you for 
helping us get our name out in the community – one candy 
cane at a time!  

For every $5 donation, those who stopped by 
our booth could pin a pair of “eyeglasses” to 
the wall. We filled the wall many times over!

Join the club…  
the monthly giving club!  
Have you ever considered becoming a monthly donor? 
You’d be joining a special group of supporters dedicated 
to eliminating avoidable blindness. Monthly donations are 
the easiest way to 
give and ensure 
people in India 
and Africa receive 
your ongoing 
support. To become 
a monthly donor, 
all you have to do 
is provide us with 
your credit card 
or bank account 
information.  
Your donation will 
automatically be 
withdrawn each 
month – no more 
worrying about writing cheques or filling out a form. And at 
the end of each year, we’ll mail you a consolidated tax receipt 
for income tax purposes.  

Already a monthly donor? Please consider increasing your 
contribution. Just as inflation causes our cost of living to 
increase, rising program costs mean we need to invest 
more to ensure our programs are sustainable. If you were 
to increase your monthly donation by just $5 (the cost of 
a latte), you could provide cataract surgery for one more 
person – or prescription eyeglasses for up to nine more 
people each year! 

Whether you choose to give monthly or once a year, 
we’re grateful for your commitment to our work.  
Your continuous gifts ensure our work doesn’t end until 
we’ve eliminated avoidable blindness once and for all. 
Thank you!

A gift of just $20 per month can provide 
prescription eyeglasses for up to three 
people each month. You could help up 

to 36 people every year!

We’re always looking for supporters to represent us in 
their local community. If you’re interested in making 

presentations on behalf of Operation Eyesight, please 
let us know. Call Blaire at 1-800-585-8265 or email her at 

macnicolb@operationeyesight.com.

    Your support  
  helps people 
see hope for    
  their future
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Giving so that  
others may see  
Leila, from Toronto, ON, has been supporting 
Operation Eyesight for 20 years. She first read about 
our sight-saving work in the newspaper, where a 
photo of a blind bricklayer trying to support his 
children really tugged at her heartstrings. 
Wanting to do whatever she could to help, 
she began selling home-cooked lunches  
at her office, donating all proceeds to 
Operation Eyesight. 

Leila, who has had cataract surgery  
herself, says, “There’s nothing like having  
your eyesight.” 

She recalls that, at one of our donor teas,  
she met a woman who would give a donation 
to Operation Eyesight in lieu of sending a 
birthday present. Now that she’s retired, Leila 

also marks 
special 
occasions 
by making 
a donation to our 
cataract surgery 
program in the  
name of a friend or 
family member. 

“Operation 
Eyesight’s doing a 
good job,” she says. 
“Our donations  
are working for 
what they’re 
supposed to.” 

Thank you for 
your kind words, 
Leila. And thanks 
for 20 years of 
support!

From left to right: Tom Jenkyns, Linda Jenkyns, executive 
director Brian Foster and Arleigh Sipos. Tom, Linda and 

Arleigh are children of our founder, Art Jenkyns.

Leila’s thoughtful donations 
have helped many people 
like Sachin, a farmer from 
India who can see again 

after undergoing cataract 
surgery. Thank you, Leila!

Striking out avoidable 
blindness on GivingTuesday! 
We’d like to send a great big thank you to everyone who donated 
to Operation Eyesight on GivingTuesday. Together, we surpassed 
our $10,000 fundraising goal, raising an incredible $11,350 for our 
school eye screening programs in Kenya! 

Because of your support, over 7,000 students in Narok County, 
Kenya will be screened for vision problems. Over the coming year, 
teachers will learn to promote good hygiene and eye health in their 
schools, screen students for eye health issues and refer students for 
appropriate eye care. Identified students will then receive prescription 
eyeglasses and other treatment needed to restore their sight.  
An estimated 300 students who might otherwise go needlessly blind 
will be treated – all because of your generosity. 

Special thanks goes out to Maillot Homes, ATB Financial,  
Mountain View Optometry and the Jenkyns family for participating 
in our “Strikes for Sight” bowling tournament in Calgary.  
We’d also like to thank Gimbel Eye Centre in Edmonton and 
Bishop O’Byrne High School in Calgary for organizing their own 
GivingTuesday fundraisers for Operation Eyesight. 

Thank you all for kicking off the giving season and providing 
students with the most important tool they need to succeed in 
school: their vision!

“Yabba dabba doo!” The fun-loving group at our  
“Strikes for Sight” bowling tournament in Calgary.

Stay safe from scam artists 
Your security and privacy are our greatest concern, which is why we 
never sell your information; your personal data is safe with us!  
But we know you may be considering donating to other 
organizations, and we’re here to remind you to stay safe. Be aware 
of unsolicited phone calls and emails. Only provide your information 
to organizations you trust, and never send payment information 
through email. When filling out an online form, make sure the URL 
begins with “https” (the “s” stands for “secure”). If a stranger calls, 
ask for their information and then do your research before making 
a donation.

You should always feel good about giving –  
and by staying safe, you can! 



“Phew! It’s 
over for 
another 
year!”
Whether we admit it or not, that’s 
probably what a lot of us are thinking 
when January finally rolls around again 
and the wreaths and wrapping paper are 
put away for another year. Yes, the holiday 
season is exciting, but it can also be stressful.  
All those decisions! Decorations, lights, family dinners 
and presents – and for many, deciding how and where to  
give your gifts to charity – are also important aspects of the 
holiday season. 

But there is another type of giving that’s not tied to the calendar, 
something that if done properly, can bring immense joy to you 
as a donor. Planned giving – also known as legacy giving – is the 
ultimate gift to charity, but it’s also something that makes many 
people uneasy when the topic comes up. That’s a natural reaction 
and it’s okay to feel that way. After all, you’re talking about a 
world that will go on without you, hard as it is to imagine. 

Perhaps author Ray Bradbury  
best described what it means to 

leave a legacy when he wrote 
the following: 

Everyone must leave 
something behind 

when he dies. A child 
or a book or a painting or a house or 

a wall built or a pair of shoes made. 
Or a garden planted. Something your 

hand touched some way so your soul 
has somewhere to go when you die, 

and when people look at that tree or that 
flower you planted, you’re there. 

It doesn’t matter what you do, so long as you change 
something from the way it was before you touched it into 
something that’s like you after you take your hands away. 
The difference between the man who just cuts lawns and 
a real gardener is in the touching. The lawn-cutter might 
just as well not have been there at all; the gardener will be 
there a lifetime.

- Ray Bradbury, Fahrenheit 451 

1-800-585-8265

t

4

Now that the holidays are over, what’s next on your giving list?

By investing in the health of children, you can help create  a brighter future for them – and their own children, someday.  Your gift will live on!

Giving–Not just for the 
Christmas season!



At Operation Eyesight, we’re incredibly grateful when we 
receive legacy gifts from our donors. Some people are able to 
leave large gifts, while other gifts are small. Yet they all result in 
something wonderful happening: you’re giving someone you’ll 
never meet a life-changing gift – the ability to see their world 
with their own eyes.

When someone makes a legacy gift to Operation Eyesight, lives 
are forever changed. 

• Because a farmer in Manitoba left a generous gift to 
Operation Eyesight when he died a few years after selling 
his farm, a five-year-old girl in a remote village in India can 
attend school because she can now see the board at the 
front of the schoolroom. 

• A mother who was once blind watched her child smile  
for the first time, thanks to a donation from a 
schoolteacher in Fredericton who just wanted to  
make life better for someone.

• Thanks to a gift from a Victoria woman who passed away 
after a life full of adventure and travel, a father in Zambia 
who struggled for years to feed his family now has a job 
and can make ends meet – because he can see. 

• A tribal elder in Ghana who for years was dependent on 
others for everything because he was blind, has regained 
his sight and his independence because of a legacy gift 
from an Ontario man who knew what it was like to have 
vision problems.

Making a legacy gift to a charitable organization is one of the 
most personal things you can ever do – and it’s all about your 
passion and beliefs. The financial advisors and lawyers are quick 
to point out that you can save money and get a tax break by 
giving to charity – not just at the end of your life when you pass 
away, but while you’re still alive. This is true, but it’s not the 
rationale behind most of these decisions. 

Operation Eyesight’s 
donors who leave 
these final gifts 
put great thought 
into their personal 
legacies. The wife 
of the Manitoba 
farmer told us 
he spent hours 
investigating various 
charities before he 
finally made his 
decision to help 
Operation Eyesight. 
The lady from 
Victoria wanted 
the world to be a better, friendlier place, 
where people would speak to one another – even if they were 
strangers – and where people would appreciate the beauty 
in our world. People want to know that their gift will be used 
wisely and carefully. They want to ensure that they’ll truly help 
someone… and that they will be remembered well. 

It’s true, you can save money, and that’s a valid reason to name 
a charity as a benefactor of your estate. But for the majority of 
the people we speak with, the reason for designating a legacy 
gift to Operation Eyesight has nothing to do with their bank 
balance. They want to make a difference, to leave their mark 
and to make our world a better place when they pass away.

Now that the Christmas season is behind us, why not take a 
moment and think about the legacy you plan to leave? Despite 
what many people think, you don’t need to be wealthy to leave 
a legacy; you needn’t have a huge bank account – just a big 
heart. You just need to care enough to make the world a better 
place after you are gone.

At Operation Eyesight, we’d be happy to talk with you 
about making a legacy gift. We won’t tell you what 
decisions to make – that’s for you alone to decide. But we 
do want to hear what’s important to you and how you 
would like to be remembered. Please contact Susan  
toll-free at 1-800-585-8265, or send her an email at 
deikes@operationeyesight.com. We’d love to help you 
share your passion for a better world.
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Enjoy the present while you think of the future – a future as bright as this little one’s eyes!

Real and lasting impact. That’s what you can expect when 

you decide to leave a legacy gift to Operation Eyesight.



1-800-585-8265
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Communities become part of the solution  
to preventing blindness
Since we announced 
our first avoidable 
blindness-free village 
in 2014, it’s no 
secret that Operation 
Eyesight’s work 
takes place at the 
community level. 
That’s where ending 
avoidable blindness 
begins, as part of our 
approach to provide 
education about eye 
health and create 
lasting eye health care.

But as we have 
learned, it isn’t enough 
to simply approach a 
community with these 
objectives. In the past, when we’ve done this, decisions were 
largely made by our partner hospitals on behalf of the people 
living in the community. This turned out to be a major barrier 
to achieving our objectives. We’ve realized that community 
participation in any project is a critical part of the program. 

Upper Tepesia in India’s Assam state is a great example of 
this approach, which we call Participatory Approach to 
Community Eye Health (PACEH). In this village, like in other 

communities, staff members 
from Operation Eyesight and 
hospital partners visited the area 
to understand the actual needs 
of the community and seek the 
community’s input. This input is 
combined with data about the 
prevalence of blindness, socio-
economic status and eye care 
availability and is used to tailor 
our approach. We were pleased 
to declare Upper Tepesia an 
avoidable blindness-free village 
on September 10, 2015!

We also follow PACEH when 
it comes to Vision Centres, 
which are permanent, staffed 
eye care service centres. When 
establishing a Vision Centre, 

there is a long list of criteria we use, but our staff also visit the 
location and meet with community members. This ensures our 
Vision Centres are placed for maximum effectiveness.

Because we believe in involving communities in the design and 
implementation of projects that impact their wellbeing, we 
use PACEH in all of our Indian projects. With PACEH and your 
support, we’ll help make many more villages like Upper Tepesia 
free of avoidable blindness!

Leading our international teams to success! 
Our Global Director of Programmes, Kashinath Bhoosnurmath 
(or Kash as he’s known), joined Operation Eyesight in 2009.  
He brought with him a wealth of experience in the field of 
strategic program development and has worked tirelessly with 
our teams in India and Africa to develop our programs. Recently, 
we reached Kash at our office in Hyderabad, India to ask him a 
few questions about his role.

You’ve worked with a variety of development 
organizations, including Aide et Action France and 
Save The Children UK. How does Operation Eyesight 

stand out as a development organization?

Kash: We’re a small organization with limited resources, 
yet we are very impactful in what we do. All the organizations 
that I’ve worked with facilitated my growth as a development 
worker and gave shape to my value system. I respect them 
tremendously. Though there are some overlaps, they’re quite 
different in terms of size, impact, and their approaches to 
program development. 

What is something that’s happening with one of 
Operation Eyesight’s partners that excites you?

Kash: Many of our partners are doing pathbreaking work. 
Let me share with you what Siliguri Greater Lions Eye Hospital 
in India is doing with technical support from us. Thanks to the 

very committed team of community health workers and support 
from hospital management, we’re going to declare 226 villages, 
with a total population of over 100,000 people, as avoidable 
blindness-free.

How do you see your role in contributing to the end 
of avoidable blindness?

Kash: My job is to build on the foundations of past work, 
develop approaches that are 
effective, and scale them up 
in all the countries where 
we work. I work closely 
with the country program 
teams and represent 
Operation Eyesight with 
key stakeholders such as 
national governments.  
My constant endeavour  
has been to make the best  
use of our resources and 
ensure great returns on  
the investments made  
by our donors.

Thanks, Kash! For more of his answers to our questions, you 
can read the full interview at blog.operationeyesight.com.

Q

Q

Q

Consultations with villagers in Upper Tepesia in Assam state, India. Our staff 
ensure that local people are consulted about projects meant to help them.
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Operation Eyesight is an international development organization established in Canada in 1963. 
We are dedicated to eliminating avoidable blindness in the developing world.

SightLines is published three times a year by Operation Eyesight.
Editor: Lynne Dulaney, admin@operationeyesight.com
Operation Eyesight, Suite 200, 4 Parkdale Crescent NW, Calgary, AB Canada T2N 3T8
Tel: 403-283-6323     Fax: 403-270-1899     Toll-free: 1-800-585-8265
admin@operationeyesight.com

Operation Eyesight Canada is a registered charitable organization. #11906 8955 RR0001
Operation Eyesight USA is a registered charitable organization. #20-2682468

Make your gift:

By telephone:  Toll-free in Canada and the USA: 1-800-585-8265

By mail: Canada: 
 Operation Eyesight Canada, Suite 200, 4 Parkdale Crescent NW, 
 Calgary, AB T2N 3T8

 United States: 
 Operation Eyesight USA, 14900 Interurban Ave. S. Suite 271 PMB 35, 
 Seattle, WA 98168-4654
 
Fax or scan and email this form:  Fax: 403-270-1899  
  Email: admin@operationeyesight.com

Payment options:
I have enclosed my cheque payable to Operation Eyesight 
(or a blank cheque marked VOID to pre-authorize a Monthly Gift) 

Charge my:   q Visa   q MasterCard   q American Express

Name on card: ________________________________________

Card number: _________________________________________

Signature: ____________________________________________

Expiry date: ______/______     Security Code: ______________ 

This donation is made on behalf of:  q an individual   q a business

My details:

Title: ________________________________________________  

First name: ___________________________________________

Last name: ___________________________________________

Address: _____________________________________________

City/Town:____________________________________________

Province/State: ________________________________________   

Postal/Zip code: _______________________________________

Telephone: ( ______ )___________________________________

Email: _______________________________________________

Tax receipts will be issued for donations of $20 or 
more unless otherwise requested.
We do not sell, trade or otherwise share our mailing lists. The information you provide will be 
used to keep you informed and up to date on the activities of Operation Eyesight, including 
our programs, special events, funding needs, and more. If you have questions about our 
organization or wish to be removed from any of these contacts, phone us at 1-800-585-8265 
or email admin@operationeyesight.com.

I understand that my monthly donation will be automatically withdrawn from my bank 
account or charged to my credit card. I can change or cancel my monthly contribution at any 
time. To obtain a sample cancellation form, or for more information about my right to cancel 
a PAD Agreement, I may contact my financial institution or visit www.cdnpay.ca. 

I have certain recourse rights if any debit does not comply with this agreement. For example, 
I have the right to receive reimbursement for any debit that is not authorized or is not 
consistent with this PAD Agreement. To obtain more information on my recourse rights, I may 
contact my financial institution or visit www.cdnpay.ca.

Tell us your story!

I support Operation Eyesight because: ____________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

Yes! I will support Operation Eyesight’s sight saving 
projects by making a regular monthly gift of:

q $50  q $30  q $20  q $10  q Other $ ___________
                               ($5 minimum)

Signature: _________________________________________ 

Date: _____________________________________________ 

I prefer to make a one-time gift of:

q $100   q $75   q $50   q $20   q Other $ _______

 Send your gift today.
 You can help someone see a brighter tomorrow.

2016-nl1

Please send me:

q information about Legacy Giving 

q current Report to Donors

Please note that if more funds are received for a particular program, 
project or item than required, Operation Eyesight will re-allocate the 

funds to areas of highest priority.

Donate online!
It’s secure, easy and puts your 
gift to work immediately.

Go to 
operationeyesight.com
and follow the links.
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A little boy’s eyesight has been saved, 
thanks to you!
Seven-year-old Allan lives in a small village in Kenya’s West Pokot region. One day 
while they were playing, his friend accidently pierced him in the eye with a stick. 
He went home crying and in terrible pain. His mother, Stella, frantically rushed 
him to a nearby nurse’s station, where he was given painkillers and referred to 
Kapenguria Eye Unit, an Operation Eyesight partner facility 100 kilometres away.

Stella couldn’t bear to see her son suffer, but she couldn’t afford the 
bus fare to the eye unit. She felt helpless.

Fortunately, Stella and Allan live in a village serviced by Operation 
Eyesight-supported outreach teams – part of our work to provide 
those in remote areas with access to quality eye care. Stella was 
relieved when she heard a team of eye doctors would be visiting their  
village the next day. “We woke up early and 
were among the first to line up at the health 
facility,” she explained.

The slivers of wood in Allan’s eye were 
removed by an ophthalmologist from 
Kapenguria Eye Unit. After treatment, Allan’s 
vision improved drastically. Stella was happy to 
hear that her son’s vision would fully recover, 
and that his treatment had been provided free 
of charge. “I am very grateful for what the 
doctors have done,” she said jubilantly.  
“I cannot thank you enough!” 

Allan was overjoyed! His eyesight had been 
saved! “When I grow up, I’d like to be a doctor 
so I can help my people,” he says. 

This little boy now has a more promising future 
ahead of him, because of you. Thank you!

After Allan’s surgery, Dr. Hillary Rono checks the little boy’s vision using  
the innovative Portable Eye Examination Kit (PEEK) smartphone app.

…what a lasting gift can do
The gift of sight transforms lives and communities. 
Designating a gift to Operation Eyesight in your will is 
your opportunity to leave a lasting legacy of sight and 
hope for the most vulnerable people in India and Africa.

For more information, contact Susan at 1-800-585-8265  
or deikes@operationeyesight.com.

Together, we can do great things – for all the world to see.

1-800-585-8265
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Allan after eye 
surgery. He and 
his mother were 
overjoyed to hear 
that his vision will 
fully recover!


