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A milestone in  
global eye health

  

In 2019, the World Health Organization launched the World Report 
on Vision that laid out a comprehensive global strategy to address 
global inequalities in eye health. The report found that 2.2 billion 
people suffer from vision impairment globally, but nearly half of 
those cases could have been prevented or have yet to be addressed. 
The report also estimated that the number of people living with 
blindness could triple by 2050. In August 2020, the integrated  
people-centered eye care resolution was adopted by the World 
Health Organization. Operation Eyesight is thrilled to see that eye 
health is being recognized as a key component of overall health 
and well-being and not just a peripheral health issue. Ensuring that 
everyone has access to quality and affordable eye care is the core of 
our programs and we will continue to serve our mission with a focus 
on our beneficiaries’ needs.

The integrated people-centered eye care resolution recently adopted by 
the World Health Organization is a political commitment to advancing  
eye health care as part of universal health care. 
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Zambia

Eye screenings resume in Zambia

As part of our plan to resume delivering eye 
health care, we coordinated with the department 
of health, the district hospital and the district 
council of Zambia’s Sinazongwe district to conduct 
an outreach screening camp after four months 
of suspension due to COVID-19. At this camp, 
1,745 individuals were screened for eye health 
issues. During the screenings, health staff and 
community members followed all recommended 
COVID-19 prevention measures, including 
maintaining a distance of two metres where 
possible, sanitizing their hands and wearing face 
masks. 

Community members have been waiting for the 
screening camp for six months, and were thrilled 
that they could get their eye care needs met while 
still being safe. The community’s enthusiastically 
positive response to the availability of eye 
health services shows that they are eager to take 
ownership of their eye health – a predictor of 
the long-term sustainability of the impact of our 
programs. 

A woman has her vision tested at an Operation Eyesight outreach screening camp in Zambia’s Sinazongwe District.

A community health worker tests a young girl’s  
visual acuity at a screening camp in Zambia.
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Around the World Sight Day with  
Operation Eyesight

A community health worker in Nepal follows up with a man who recently underwent cataract surgery and  
had his sight restored.

World Sight Day is an annual day of awareness 
held on the second Thursday of October, to focus            
global attention on blindness and vision 
impairment. At least 2.2 billion people experience 
vision impairment globally. Of those, at least  
1 billion people have vision impairment that could 
have been prevented or has yet to be addressed. 

This year, plans are underway at Operation Eyesight 
for you to hear directly from our country program 
offices with Around the World Sight Day. This 
global social media journey will give you insight 
into the communities where we work, our country 
offices, partner hospitals, board locations and 
corporate partners. Join us on Facebook for a 
firsthand look into our global operations. There is 
#HopeInSight and we can’t wait to celebrate!

World Sight Day will be celebrated on October 8 this year.  
The theme for 2020 is “Hope in Sight”. 



A mother in Kenya poses with her three children.

Kenya

“I’m happy to know my 
gift will be helping  
people well into the  
future,” says Marilyn.

Kenyan schools closed their doors in March 
2020, and there is still no set plan to facilitate a 
safe return to school. Virtual learning sessions 
are available online, on television and on the 
radio, but most students cannot access them 
because they do not have electronics or reliable 
internet access at home. There is a significant 
risk that online working and learning will make 
existing inequalities even worse. As the COVID-19 
pandemic stretches on, the economic, mental 
and physical side effects of the pandemic are 
becoming increasingly apparent. With schools 
closed, it means that Operation Eyesight is unable 
to conduct school screenings and refer children 
with visual impairment to the care they need. 

It’s almost an entire year of education lost, as well 
as another year for students to potentially live 
with an avoidable eye health issue.

The impact of school closures in Kenya 
goes beyond education

The work we do would not be possible without 
the support of our caring and dedicated donors. 
“I can’t imagine what it must be like to live with 
blindness and have no one willing to help,” says 
Marilyn Dunk, who has donated monthly for over 
20 years. 

In fact, Marilyn believes so strongly in the 
importance of eliminating avoidable blindness 
that she has decided to leave half her estate to 
Operation Eyesight. “If you have the capacity, 
consider leaving a planned gift or bequest. It has 
truly been a rewarding process,” Marilyn says. 

Join Marilyn and other Operation Eyesight  
donors whose gifts will help make the world 
a better place for years to come. For more 
information, contact Brittany Beatty at  
403-670-2629 or beattyb@operationeyesight.com,     
or download our Will Preparation Guide at 
operationeyesight.com/how-you-can-help/leave-a-
gift-in-your-will/. 

Leave a legacy of hope for the future



Mahavir smiles as he 
demonstrates his ability 

to read off his phone once 
again

Connect with us!
	
	

1-800-585-8265 

	 info@operationeyesight.com  

	 @OpEyesight  

	 @OperationEyesightUniversal

	 	 Operation Eyesight Universal

	 	 @opeyesight

 	 Subscribe to our e-newsletter at  
	 operationeyesight.com/newsletter 

Mahavir owns a small grocery store in his home 
city of Kharjamma, India. Early this year, he had 
noticed that his vision had been gradually getting 
worse over time. It eventually got to the point 
where he was having trouble locating items for 
customers, counting out exact change, and dialing 
his phone to contact his suppliers. 

Sunita and Sushila, two local community health 
workers, visited Mahavir in his shop and screened 
his vision. They discovered that he had cataracts 
in both eyes that were so advanced he was 
considered blind. The community health workers 
referred him to the Mehnar Vision Centre.

Sunita and Sushila followed up at the vision 
centre several days later, and they discovered he 
hadn’t gone. When they returned to his shop 
and inquired why, he explained that the surgery 
frightened him. The community health workers 
carefully went through the surgery process with 
him and explained that he had nothing to worry 
about. They escorted him to the vision centre 
personally to ensure he felt safe and comfortable. 
Following his surgery, Mahavir can now run his 
business on his own and he once again feels 
connected to his community.  

Mahavir was able to get help before COVID-19 
spread into his community, but there are so many 
who have continued to suffer throughout the 
lockdown. As eye health programs are resuming, 
we need your support to bring safe, quality eye 
care to vulnerable people.

When sight is restored,  
independence is restored

mailto:info@operationeyesight.com
http://twitter.com/opeyesight
https://www.facebook.com/OperationEyesightUniversal/
https://ca.linkedin.com/organization-guest/company/operation-eyesight
https://www.instagram.com/opeyesight/
http://operationeyesight.com/newsletter
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Yes, I want to make sure everyone has access to eye care.

Tax receipts will be issued for donations of $20 or more unless otherwise 
requested.

We do not sell, trade or otherwise share our mailing lists. The information you 
provide will be used to keep you informed and up to date on the activities of 
Operation Eyesight, including our programs, special events, funding needs and 
more. If you have questions about our organization or wish to be removed 
from any of these contacts, phone us at 1-800-585-8265 or email  
admin@operationeyesight.com.

I understand that my monthly donation will be automatically withdrawn from 
my bank account or charged to my credit card. I can change or cancel my 
monthly contribution at any time. To obtain a sample cancellation form, or for 
more information about my right to cancel a PAD Agreement, I may contact 
my financial institution or visit www.cdnpay.ca.

I have certain recourse rights if any debit does not comply with this agree-
ment. For example, I have the right to receive reimbursement for any debit 
that is not authorized or is not consistent with this PAD Agreement.

To obtain more information on my recourse rights, I may contact my financial 
institution or visit www.cdnpay.ca.

Operation Eyesight Canada 
Suite 200, 4 Parkdale Crescent NW 
Calgary, AB Canada T2N 3T8 
Tel: 403-283-6323   
Fax: 403-270-1899 
Toll-free: 1-800-585-8265 
admin@operationeyesight.com

Operation Eyesight Canada is a 
registered charitable organization.

#11906 8955 RR0001

Operation Eyesight USA is a 
registered charitable organization.

#20-2682468

By mail: 	Operation Eyesight Canada 
Suite 200, 4 Parkdale Crescent NW 
Calgary, AB, Canada T2N 3T8

	 Operation Eyesight USA 
14900 Interurban Ave. S. Suite 271 PMB 35 
Seattle, WA, United States, 98168-4654 

By telephone: 1-800-585-8265 (Toll-free in Canada & the USA) 
By emailing this form to: admin@operationeyesight.com 
By scan or fax: 403-270-1899 
Online: operationeyesight.com/donate

Yes! I will support Operation Eyesight’s sight-saving projects by 

making a regular monthly gift of:

 	 $75  	 $50  	 $30  	 Other $__________________

Signature:_____________________________________________

Date:_________________________________________________

I prefer to make a one-time gift of:

	 $100 	 $75 	 $50 	 $30       Other $____________

Payment Options:

I have enclosed my cheque payable to Operation Eyesight  

(or a blank cheque marked VOID to pre-authorize a monthly gift).

Charge my: 	 Visa 	  MasterCard	 American Express

Name on Card:__________________________________________

Card Number:___________________________________________

Signature:_______________________________________________

Expiry date:__________/ ____________  Security Code:__________

This donation is made on behalf of:

	 Individual 	  Business

SLFall2020 

My details:

Title:______________________________________________

First Name:_________________________________________

Last Name:_________________________________________

Address:___________________________________________

City / Town:________________________________________

Province / State:_____________________________________

Postal / ZIP code:____________________________________

Telephone: (__________)______________________________

Email:_____________________________________________

Please send me:

	 Information about how to leave a gift in my will

	 2019 Annual Report

Tell us your story!
I support Operation Eyesight because:_____________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________


